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Since the 19th century, the image the artist has of himself and that society is reflecting back to him irresistibly

changes. He stops being considered and stops considering himself the equal of people in high places. On the

contrary, he perceives and projects himself as a fringe element, a dropout and later on, metaphorically, as a

buffoon or a clown. Hence his interest for the circus, which starts to develop at that time.

 

Parallel to ceremonial self-portraits, formal and classical, are often appearing ironical self-portraits, in which

the artists depict themselves in a grimacing, ridiculous or grotesque aspect.The clown figure is haunting art

since two centuries. From Watteau to Cindy Sherman, not to mention Goya, Ensor, Rouault, Chagall or

Picasso.The marginalization of the artist gives him a feeling of loneliness and abandonment. He is

misunderstood by the public and then becomes a nomad, kept out of society, like the circus that erects its big

top in suburbs and waste grounds. Henceforth, the artist sees himself as a fringe element, a dropout, a social

misfit, a wanderer, an entertainer, a clown.
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